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bourers and Fellow Townſmen, the honeſt, well-meaning and 


ming bam. 
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- FRIEND NOTT, 
OUR advertiſement b my entioſity e for 


V. 


for the life of me, forbear ſaying to my fellow-workmen, 


being very well acquainted with you, I could not 


as true as I'm here, I'll have four-penny-worth of John 
Nott's burniſhing; for, faid I, he's either played St. 
Anthony with us, and made a fool of himſelf, and if ſo, 
I'll make his ears tingle for his folly; or he has been 
helped by ſome of our pariſh parſons, and outed with / 
| ſomething nation fine and ſenſible; and if ſo, the next 
time I ſee him, I'll pat him on the _ and fay, thers | 


is a hearty cock for ye 


So ſaying, at one o'clock, I went to Maſter pierey 0 . 
and ſaid, Ha- you got a piece of John Nott's come out? 
Ves, Sir. Let me have it then there's ſix · penee 
take for the damage he has done. As it's my way to 
read from the title · page downwards till I get to the end 
on't, and ſo to the bottom of the book; I ſerved your 
| book after the old fort, 111 ſay to hearten ye, many 
parts made me die a laughing, but to di-hearten ye too, 
where your cauſe | is bad, I did not reliſh many others. 


* 


A 2- | When 
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When I went to work in the afternoon, I told Tom 
Brown, Will Ling, Harry Simcox, and George Barn- 


ſtaple, that I'd got your book, and if they did not mind, 
they ſhould go to my lodging, and we would read and 
talk the matter over. Smack as I have told you, we 


begun where you begun; but before we could get to the 
bottom of the title-page, Hold! cried Barnſtaple, What 
does he mean by ſuch a text as that? A poor man is 
better than a liar. Prov. xix, 22. The others ſaid, _ 
Read on—read on, and we'ſhall ſee how he holds up 


Maſter Prieſtley as a liar, and proves it pat to his face, as 
you may ſay. So on we went, but could not for foul 
and bodies' ſake find out what you were driving at. 
However we turned down two places where you ſeem to 
think Mr. Prieſtley has not been quite fo honeſt as he 


ſhould. The firſt is page ſeventh, where you find fault 


with the man for calling the Birmingham folks his ge 
nerous townſmen, Now I know Maſter Prieſtley has 


faid ſeveral times in his pulpit, where he had no reaſon 
to belie his conſcience, that he thought us, one and all 
very much ſo, Sometimes he ſays, he hardly knows ſuch 


a place for generoſity, and that in former times, now 


dead and gone, they would no more have ſuffered him >! 
to ſay what he does, than they did many of the old 


faints, who were put to death becauſe they would not 
pin their faith upon the pope's ſleeve; and could not ſay, 


without lying downright, what the pries faid. And 


why Mr. John, don't the Birmingham folks have a pelt 
at Mr. Prieſtley now, as the Jews did at Stephen the 


. bleſſed martyr in former days? Tan't entirely of his way {| 


7 E 
of thinking, but I'd venture a pot of the beſt ale i in our 
town, that many of the clergy have a deadly longing to 
throw a few ſtinking cats and dogs at him. And why 

Mr. Johnny? let the bible ſpeak, © becauſe they are 
e not able to reſiſt the wiſdom and the ſpirit by which 
« hg ſpeaks.” You may read this verſe in the Acts. 
They tell me, there are very few of your ſoundly learn- 
ed men in the naſhional church that will venture to 
Vrite againſt him; and I wonder at it, when as they tell 

me, the church of England is going to rack and ruin; and 

| that all your poor folks and hard- living farmers will for 

1 a few words ſpeaking, } Join any body to tear it to pieces, 

; 2 it 'slo mortal hard upon em. I have heard them ſay, that 

| it is enough to break their backs to pay. the king, ane 

Mr. Pitt, and all the fine gentlefolks about em, without 

being farved outright to put chink into the pocket of 


ki a parſon to buy a wh——re, or 88 bs other for 
i their bellies' ſake. 3 
| = Now why don't my . in this town Js 

\ What they may all know the clergy want em to do? 


Why, becauſe as Maſter Prieſtley ſays, they are generous, 
and hang me (as I dont care the ſnap of my fingers for 
any parſon in the kingdom) if I dont think that Tom 

Brown, Will Ling, and all of us, and you, Maſter Nott, 

| _ would be aſhamed to do their dirty work | Why dont 

| our clergy come out, put their names to their books, 2s 
you and I do, and as the Rev. Mr. Cl——n does? 
| You know what a pother the Jews made, and what 
a duſt theſe ungenerous fellows kicked: up at Antioch, 
when, becauſe Paul and Barnabas, Joly. told their 
EP. ONLY minds, 


. — — —-—- 1 


( 6 ) 
minds, they expelled them out of their coaſts, as *tis in 
the bible! Acts xiii, And when they were at Lyſtra, 
the Jews could not mind their Jawful callings, and think 
may be we are wrong, and Paul is right, but they muſt 
come from Antioch to raiſe a mob at Lyſtra, and have 
the apoſtle ſtoned almoſt to death, Acts POE parcel 
ol dirty Abramites ! 

Now do you ſee any thing like this, friend Nott, now 
a days? Don't the Methodiſſes talk and rave for an 
hour together in our ſtreets, and ſay ſo much about hell, 
that it is enough to frighten people into it, and yet our 
generous townſmen lets them have their ſay out, and ſo 
they do after Prieſtley; and fo they will, and he will 
| have reaſon to love theſe days, and you, and I, and all of 


us poor wiſe men, as long as he lives; for all the dirt the 


parſons are ſplaſhing about his ears, who wou'd make 
heaven and earth meet, as ye may ſay, to take his friends 
from him, becauſe he is not hand and glove with them in 

every thing. After reading this, I hope you will not ſay 
again, hen were we generous to you, Mr. Prieſtley? 


for I have ſhoed that you are generous, and he thinks fo. - 


And this proves you had no buſineſs with that text, 4 
poor man is better than a liar, but I ſ"poſe you learn'd to 
quote the Bible from Mr. Madan. 
Again, in this 7th page you accuſe Mr. Prieſtley of tricks, 
becauſe he called Mr. Madan a ju reſpected rector, and 
then you ſay, he tries to make us believe that it is not zu/ito 
reſpe& him, or mind what he ſays. I ax'd Simcox what 
he thought of this? And you ſhall have his anſwer as 
like as one 17 5 to another. Wx, ſaid he, Maſter Arm- 

ſtreng, 


8 


Heng 1 reſpe&, and 1 think very h Mr. Nott . 
his wife too, for I know em well; they mind the 


main chance; as their children grow up they ſettle 
them in ſome trade; they keep a hoſpitable fire, and Aa 


good tap for their friends; and they go to church every 


Sunday, and make their children go before them; I ſay | 


on this account, I think I july reſpe& them; but then 


I don't believe every thing that John or Betty fays, and 2 


I ſhould be ſorry if any of my fellow townſmen did. 


Now do ye ſee, Maſter Prieſtley ſeems to be in the ſame 


_ quandary as to Mr. Madan. Well ſaid, Harry, ſaid I; 
by God's bleſſing you ſhall be printed to. 


1 Now then for the next paſſage, for I ſaid we turned 
dovn two: it is in the twenty-third part of your book, 
where you ſay, Maſter Prieſtley cries peace, peace, when 
there is no peace. You then tell a ſtory, which my. 
mother read to me when I was five years old, about 
little red riding hood; and I remember I have. hated the 


wolf ever ſince. But an' may I be ſo bold, what do you 


mean by applying this fooliſh tale to Mr. Prieſtley ? DO 
you mean to ſay, he only wants to get in doors, and 
len to eat the child up? If I thought ſo, I ſhould hate 
bim too, but we all think, that if he was hankering after 


this, and don't ſtop at one lie, he would not at two, or 


two hundred to gain his end. I warrant ye, when he 
wants the money or eſtates of the church, he won . 
ſpeak out as he has done, or ſhew his beard, and claws, 
and long teeth, as they tell me he did to Mr. Pitt, when | 
he was in London. Maſter Prieſtley never was caught © 
in 4 lie i in his li Je. No, friend John, they tell me the 
truth 


* _ 
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truth comes from him like good October, clear, full of 
body, and all alive; as ye may ſay, it ſparkles in your 
face. As neither of theſe paſſages make for your text, 
T hope you and my fellow-labourers won't think it-amifs 


in me to write ye ſomething out of my laſt chriſtmas- 
| piece at Mr. Scrivens :—lIt fays, © Whofoever uſeth to 


« igen much to miſa reports, d eſerveth either to. lſe his 


„ HEARING, or his EARs.” As J muſt go to work, I 


muſt not expound any more upon your book at = 
1 hope no offence | in telling you at laſt, that 1 am 


| 8 OFF fellow-labourer, 
GVV And kind neighbour, 


ug komme. AEX. ARMSTRONG, 


| LETTER It. 
' FRIEND JohN, 


RIS E more ſooner than I'm ud to do this morn- 
- ing, in order to recolle& what other remarks where 


251 by my companions upon your printed affair. 


Ling, whom you know is a fort of weather-cock, was 
mightily out of ſorts with what you ſay about Mr. 
Prieſtley being never ſettled ; but as my uncle fays (who 
went ſeveral voyages to Guinea) at every point of the 

mariner's compaſs, and never ſtopping at any. My 


uncle obſerving a penny- worth of pens, a halfpenny- 


1 worth of ink, and three ſheets of paper lying upon a 
large ſtool upon which I write this to you, was monſtrous. 


{ ear FOO. to en what fancies I had got in mY head 4 
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Upon which I made free to break my- mind to 
bim, and to tell him what a many fooli/h words you had 


let flip. I was then beginning this ſecond letter to you 
friend John; and upon my ſhewing him what In 
going to fall foul upon, he began thus: 


« Pſhaw! Nott is a blockhead I could ch to 


him upon changes for a twelvemonth. And let me tell 
him © a fool's bolt is ſoon ſhot,” the whole world is 


nothing but a ſhop of change. I have ſeen with theſe eyes 


of mine, changes in ſhip-building; changes in cutting ſoul 
and body aſunder at war, &c. why the farmers don't do 
 baff the fooliſh things now, that they did in former times; 
and I am ſtrangely out in it; if all your Birmingham folks 
don't differ widely from what they did when your great 
_ grandfather firſt came to the place. And then again, 
 zookers, which is pat home to this button Burniſher, ſome 
deal of time ago, every man John of us in Old England, 
were as wild in our notions as March hares. "Why we 

| were all very heathen ſtocks and ſtones: but Old England 
as I fay,a'ter that, would be changing 3 and then nothing 
wou'd go down with us but purgatoory, and putting 
ſouls to fry upon red hot gridirons, and a fine: hodge 


podge of ſuch trumpery ; and then do ye ſee, as hiſtory 
books ſay, without a tword of a lie in it all, Old England 


would be changing, and the pope and and all his d nid 
crew were kicked out of doors, and we became. pro- 


teſtants. And as they tell me, many of the bi/hops have 


been changing ſides ſince that time. Now obſerve me. 
This Maſter Prieſtley is no man of mine: No—no— 


I don't underſtand many things he fays, ſo be is 10 


Nott 


= bread * my * but Pl mand to it before John 
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Pott! if he wis here, that Maſter Prleſtley is only Al : 


wing Old England ſtill, who fet the example Ls that 


gentleman broke his egg. By my troth, I am not one 


df thoſe who are for wiſhing to put the Birmingham 


gentry, or as ye may call them the commonalty at a 
dead Han. No, not in any thing. Calms neuer help 


: People forward, nephew, — 1 warrant ye, if I could but 
come above board again ſome hundred years hence, 1 


ſhould hardly know the trim of the people. People may 
as well die outright as not to think ; and if they do, I'll 
lay a fathom of. the beſt cable in all his majeſty's yards, 


that people won't be ſettled. Why you know Armſtrong, 
_ what my mother uſed to tell about fairies, and the devil's 
coming to fetch one, and wicked folks ſelling their ſouls 


to him for a groat, and ſpirits appearing in the church 


yard at nights, and the parſon of the pariſh being the 
Lord's man, and ſuch ſort of ſtuff; when now all we 


poor people make a Joke of it, and can walk out in the dark 
for is”? 


Here my . dropt nis noration, which, as 1 thought 


5 more cleverer than what I meant to ſay, I have ta'en 
down and hope no offence in putting it into my book, 


And I'd have you to rernember, that he that will not a 
advifed by age, ſhall be deceived by youth. ; 
As to what you ſay about your father's ſettling you in 


the button trade, that is neither here nor there, for as ſettled 


as you are, I dare ſay friend Nott, if you thought you 
could get more ale and tobacco by being a buckle maker, 


1 ſhould ke no more "JE * by John Nott the 


button- 


GLEN 
' butten burniſher. You and I know many folks, who 
when one thing wont do, another muſt, and ſo minding 
the main chance, all the while, they ſeek their ROM 
in ſomething elſe, and do the betterer for it. 
| God knows, I baue nat made my mind up yet, but upon 
one point as ye may ſay, to hold what-I've got, and get 
what I can in an honeſt way. And mayhap I may try 
many other occupations before I am carried home, if 
there is any thing worth a wiſe man's while to attend to. 


It is an ill wind that blows no good at all: And mc | 
to ſay I am ſureas I am a living man, that my. *e gion i of 


right? No ſuch preſumptions for me. I' give em all 
a bearing in their turn. And if I a'nt right at laſt, it is 


u my foult, for I bau- * fer it. And you friend = 


Nott havent. 


As you want to be thaug bs @ bible man, T'll take a turn 55 
with you at that: In your tenth page you ſay © beſides 


| what ſays the bible?” and then mention this (that in 


your book looks different from the reſt) „A double 


minded man is unſtable in all his ways: As my uncle 


happened to have an old family bible with a place at the 
end to find out texts by chapter and verſe, I thought I 
would track ye out; and after ſome trouble, as I ant 
uſed to find out texts in this way, I found yaur's in the 
Peoſſel James's firſt chapter and eighth verſe, but your 

| ſenſe is not right, as any of our fellow-workmen may ſee. - 
James ſays, as how we ſhould all of us aſk wiſdom of 


God in faith, nothing wavering ; or as I fpoſe is all an 


without being double-minded, ar doubting, one while 
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(u) 
that God will give, and then that he wont do it; and 
he fays ſuch a man can't receive any thing of God, But 
don't Maſter Prieſtley pray in faith? then why do you 


twiſt and twirl the ſcriptures about ſo ? they tell me he 


s a deadly man for long prayers, and preaching about 


putting our t in God A' mighty; and telling people 


to hope when the heart is ready to break. I wiſh you 
to ſhew this to your wife, and I think, if /be is a nation 
ſenſible woman, ſhe'll be aſhamed of you. However if 
the be*nt, I be, and fo for the preſent I leave you; for I 


an't wg, Ry to ſee the bible made a noſe of wax 


„„ | 5 _ : 
F OY morning ? - Your humble ſervanit, 

PR ALEXANDER RIF TIT. | 

| LETTER m. , 


FRIEND NOTT, £2 


T SHALL write you this one more letter, and then go 
to my work, for I don't think you have much to ſay 


for yourſelf | As we were reading your ſecond letter, Tom . 
Brown faid, „Why I ſuppoſe Maſter Prieſtley has been 
found near the churches with ſome gunpowder in his 
pocket: But hang me, if I think he underftands his bu- 


ſineſs. What does he lay ſo little down at a time for? If. 


that's his plan, He'll never blow more than one church _ 
vp in all his life time! Poh ! anſwered I, he means gun 
W Mr. Burn frequently calls 


it. 


* * 5 * 5 . 
Is 4 . . * 
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R. vou know when there * was pk to. da 1 at 


Briſtol, he preached a ſermon about the devil's being 

caſt out of a man in the days of our bleſſed Saviour. I 

| recolledt it was @ deviliſh bad ſermon, for it was all about 

| pride, and hatred and uncleanneſs ; but he did not lick 

| to the letter of bis text. And I ſuppoſe before the Lord 
converted him by his grace, when he was proud or at 

5 enmity with him, he did not think devils were within 
Bim, as be thinks they were. within perſons in the days 


of | Fefus : or that becauſe. he is now 4% proud he has 


| loſt a right arm or lef leg of a devil? No, no, Mr. 
Burn by the word devil, meant bad tempers; ſo Mr. 
Prieſtly meant. by gunpowder, argument and good folid 


ſenſe, that ſhould: defliroy faolifh tales ang, fe alſe notions, juſt 
as gunpowder deſtroys: houſes and, men, You muſt 


know Tom, if our church, miniſters had not a ſpite 


ais Maſter Prieſtley, they never, take my word for 
it, would have bothered his brains ſo about it, that the : 
poor man will never hear the laſt of it whulſt his name 


be Joe Prieſtley. But the man's meaning is as plain as = 


the bible, and theſe parks ould Pick. a e in * 


for a furt bing. 
No pray, neighbour Nott, W 0 you think of 


my preachment to Tom Brown ? for they were all 
confoundedly pleaſed and vowed to a man, they. would 


4 ſpread it far and wide; for your way was, they ſaid, to 
give a dig an ill-name and then hang him. _ Beſides, my 
uncle ſays, if you an't aſhamed of what you wrote you 
have à heart of flint. Now friend John did he mean 
8 „ 
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that your heart's blood went through a Lnge lone p and 


he faid (for T'11 tel} you all without mincing the matter) 
if you have the impudence to ſtand to what you ſay, you 
| have got 4 forebrad of braſs. But I am ſure he only 
meant to ſay you'd be very impudent; for you know 
that when we have been together over a tankard of fat ale, 


I have often felt both your head and forehead and thought 

you very ſoft ! when you publiſh again, do tell our wells | 
meaning meehanies what Maſter Prigſtie meant by bis 
gunpowder, of I'll thraſh your hide for ye. Mind ye that 
now. You aſk Mr. Prieſtley whether he can well away 


with a part of the New Teſtament, 1 John v. 7. There 


ure thres that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Sen, 


and the Holy Ghoſt and theſe three are one? They ſay, to 


be ſure he don't vaſtly like the trinity, and that he tells 


his people, that there are ut three Godt, But whether 


Maſter Prieſtley wants to chop and change the bible, or | 
not, is no matters of mine. This I know, He does more 
than our clergymen ever do; he explains it to his congre» | 
gation, and ſeems to make a great deal of it | in his ſermens 
and his prayets; for my part friend Nott, I ſhould never 
think of defending the trinity from that paſſage, becauſe 
John don't ſay, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are one in 
nature. —No, he means they are one in teffimony, or as he 


fays in the end of the eighth verſe they agree in one. 


And ſo may all thy fellow labourers in Birmingham | 
Without —w— but one man in all! This can't be, Mr. = 


Jon. 
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„„ 
N is a poor horſe: that {pende as und, 7 


have now got to the end of your book; for as one 
may ſay, 1 have ſeldom pulled in but where ocean 


ſerved. The moſt part you ſay is making game of the 
man. If Maſter Prieſtley be underſtood, what right : 
have you to wiſh him never to preach again? Have your | 
parſons no outlandiſh lingo? Now Maſter Prieftley makes 
his mind known, and that's more than many of your 
drunken clergymen do. Many of them gabbl the ſer- 


| viceoverin ſuch a ſhocking, manner, that were not the 
people afcard they would toſs em over the deſk. They 


ean't help getting drunk, and trifling with the Almighty; = 
but Maſter Prieſtley's tongue was not of his own making. 


And again, you jeer at his whippingepoft looks : They tell 
me, he is up at all hours of the night making phoſpho- 


: rus, and finding out the air, and writing books for men, 
women, and children; but your lounging clergy forget 
that *ruff conſumes faſter than labour wears,” and there- 


fore, J ſuppoſe tis, that we never hear any thing of half 


of our clergy but by debauching farmers daughters, or 


quarrelling about tythes, or being carried home upon hur- 


| alles dead drunk, or fuch like fooleries. So I hope you'll 


remember when you make jeſts, what a bold the Dif- 


H, have e got of you, . Till my ſarvice is wanted again, 


„„ . © > 
ALEXANDER ARMSTRONG. 


P.S. Odfbobs and lack-a-dayl the printing man hi : 


Lot my book, and I had in a ſtore, forgot to _ what 
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( 16 ) 
you ſay about our king George not Wenig Maſter 
Joſeph Prieſtley. Now they tells me as how, every 
word of what Maſter Prieſtly ſaid is in the holy Bible; 
and ſo I looked again at the end of my uncle's large 


Bible, for the word 4ing, he being a finer man than 


Joſeph, and found the verſe ſlap in Exodus, the firſt 


chapter and eighth yerſe. And let me be ſo bold, friend 


John, as to ax you, whether in your very heart, and 


laying your hand upon your bible at church, you believe 


Maſter Joſeph Prieſtley meant our king did not know _ 
him? and if he did not, how could you try to miſguide 
we poor folks by, I had very near called it, a flat lie? 


You know Mafter Prieſtley meant king George waſn't 


fo mighty fond of the meeting goers as for certain his 
daddy was, and a mort on 'em beſides; and mayhap his 
grand-dad into the bargain :—and fo, neighbour John, | 


if I was to take a thing out of the Bible, as that in the 
goſpel of Saint Matthew, the fourteenth chapter and 
eighth verſe, (Give me here John's head in a charger,” 
' you'd fay I had ſome evil deſigns 2gainſt you, and wanted 
to murder you, becauſe your name is Jobn, as well as the 


Baptiſſes. I don't want to make a hole in our friendſhip, 


but to ſay what I think: I warrant you, you'd be as 
mumchance when we meet again as à toad in the hole, 
and endeavour to take the law of me. You may bleſs - 


your ſtars I have let you off with a whole ſkin, as the 


ſaying is; but as certain ſure as my name is Alexander 
Armſtrong, if I catch you at ſuch dirty work again, I'll 
rub your noſe in the Wer, as 1 4 man as you be, or | 


— 00 Henne. Another 


= ere REI 171mg — ex 93 , 


Cn) 


r Pyleripi, o or 65 ye moy ſay, another Piece of 


_ wWhip-cord to mate the whip laſt the longer. 


uy fellow-labourers, this is to let you know, a how | ; 
I means to write a pretty little hiſtory book about a dozen - 
of rooks (mayhaps a baker's dozen) that I've lately 


catched in and about this town, As I am all agig to 


tell ye I cant frain from ſaying, if I were to die this 

minute, you maunt think they liye upon grain as other 
raoks do—No, faix, they all eat ſo mych carrion that they 
tink as they go, as they faying i is. And yet, if they 

ſmell a hot apple-pye, or can only fee the [bell of an Mer, 5 


there's no containing em, they're fo greedy. I mean 


to ſhew em firſt at the rookery, where you ſhall toe em, 
as T now ſay. 25 
This is to give notice to the people of n 

and Sillell and Yardelay, as how I means to open a ſhop 


at the two laſt places to ſell whips. I goes there with — A 


Another 8 


good heart, for farmer ſuch a one ſays, and farmer ſuch 3 

a one ſays, every body will buy on me. J 
For they are ſo peſtered with their black cattle . 8 
pee work-a-days, they can't live. There's one at Sill“! 
they ſay that can't leave alone a minute, for before the 
breath is fairly out of their body, it gallops away gets 
into the corn- fields, and plays the deuce with the har- 
veſt! There's another at Yardley, that runs fark mad at 
every woman it ſees, You'll pleaſe to obſerve, I ſhall 
keep Brummigham market on Thurſday, when moſt 

prope will Lad whips—cords—and whipcords. | 
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( 18 ) „„ 

Another little piece. to the end of that. I hope no 
offence ; but this is to let you know, that I am going to 

write a letter to the parliament, and king, and the lords, 

and all the topping folks ; for they ſay the clergy have 
BE | made a law, that we poor hard working people ſhall never 
„ eat another apple pie in all our born days. They are all 
F beſpoke at the rookery where the clergy meet; and if they 
3 can't put em into their greedy guts, they ſwear they'll 
=: {end em, by the ſtouteſt man among em, to hell and 
38S Ao for they had ſooner the devils as have 
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